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PON hearing, in the Beginning of your Seſ- 
ſion, that a Committee was appointed to 
4 enquire into the State of the Nei Navi- 
gation and the Works here, I ſhould have gone to 
Town, to have given a juſt Account of the Latter, 
but that I was then in a ſharp Fit of the Gout, and 
though 1 have now recovered ſo far, I thank God, as 
to be able to ſtir Abroad, yet I ſtill have an Erup- 
tion in one of my Legs, by the goury Humour, which 
would make ſuch a long Journey as from hence to 
Dublin hazardous and inconvenient for me; and my 
not being required by any Summons or Notice in 
Form, I concluded that ſeveral Gentlemen of Rank 
and Diſtinction, ſome of them Members of your 
Houſe, whoſe Curioſity brought them laſt Auguſt and 
the Summer before to ſee what was done, and doing 
here, had repreſented the ſame in ſuch a Light, as 
made my Arrendance unneceſſary. 
But being ſenſibly affected with the Accounts I have 
of the high Prices and Scarcity of Coals in Dublin at 
this Time, when I have formed Works at very great 
Expence for delivering large Quantities, and have 
juſt now ſuch ſtore here on my banks as would give 
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great Relief in that Reſpect, had we Shipping and ſea- 
ſonable Weather to carry them to you, I beg leave 
to mention what appears to me to have been, and un- 
leſs remedied, muſt continue to be the Cauſes of ſuch 
Scarcity and of courſe high Prices at certain Times, 
and humbly to ſubmit the following Hints to the con- 
ſideration of. your Houſe and the City of Du#li!, if 
you think them worth communicating, as the moſt 
likely Means that occur to me to prevent ſuch for the 
Future. V it 

It is obvious that a great Number of Coal- Works, 
as well as Hands to work them, and Ships to carry 
the Coals, are neceſſary to ſupply the Demands of the 
City of Dublin and the reſt of this Kingdom, for all 
the Works on the River Chde, at Salt-Coats, Irwin, 
Air, Girvin, &c. which extend about an hundred 
Miles on the weſtern Coaſt of Scotland, and thoſe at 
Eilenfoot, Workington, Parton, Whitehaven and Flint- 
Hire on the northweſt Coaſt, and at Milford, Swan- 
zey, Bury, Neath, and ſo to Briſtol on the weſtern 
Coalt of England, which are about one hundred and 
fifty Miles in extent, have ſcarce any other Market 
but Ireland, for what Coals they can ſpare above their 
own home Conſumption; and I have Reaſon to be- 
heve that about five hundred fail of Ships, ſome of 
them large ones, belong to thoſe Ports, which were 
for the moſt Part built or bought on Account of the 
Coal-Trade, notwithſtanding which this Kingdom, 
the City of Dublin in particular, is often diſtreſſed for 
want of Firing in Winter, which is owing, in my 
Opinion, chiefly to the following Cauſes: 


Firſt, That when the Coal-Fleets come in Sum- 
mer, tlie poor Tradeſmen and Manufacturers not hav- 
ing Money or Places to buy and lay up Stores, and 
that Seaſon not requiring much Firing, theſe Ships 
muſt lie long under their Cargoes, and at length ſell 
them below their real Value to Coal- mongers, who 
yard them up with Views to get exorbitant Prices from 
tus Cor in Winter, inſomuch that I have been well 
| 8 aſſured, 


[5] 

aſſured, (and I have taken Pains to examine into it) 
that ſuch Fleets by lying long under their Cargoes 
and ſelling at ſo low Prices in the End, have not clear- 
ed three Shillings and Sixpence a Ton Freight, tho” 
they commonly fail their Ships from theſe Weſtern 
Collieries cheaper, both as to Wages and Victuals, 
than from any other Part of Britain. This low Freight 
then, not brining any proper Return to the Owners 
for the firſt, Coſt and Wear of their Ships, makes them 
quit their intended Trade, and take Freights to, Nor- 
way and other Parts abroad: Then the few Ships that 
ſtay by the Trade make Repriſals, and manage ſo 
among themſelves.as to come but a few at a Time, 
by which they raiſe their Prices gradually *till Win- 
ter; and there being no Stores laid up, but in the 
Hands of oppreſſive Yard-keepers, theſe laſt join 
with the Ship Owners in Winter, and ſome ſay, pay 
them for..to.ſtay. at Home until they raiſe their Coals 
to exorbitant Price. 1 | 
... Secondly, In Time of War, or any extraordinary 
Emergency, that occaſion Embargoes on Shipping, 
or. impreſſing, of Sailors, Freight and Wages riſe 
greatly, and of. Courſe the Price will neceſſariſy riſe 
higher upon Coals as well as upon all other Gods by 
Water Carriage; and the Loſs of a Number of ſmall 
Veſſels, during the late War. occaſions high F reights 
to thoſe that remain, and I fear will continue ſo to do 
until others are purchaſed or built; for I have ear- 
neſtly endeavoured, from a Senſe of my Obligations 
to the Publick, as well as to enlarge the Sale of my 
Coals, to get Ships to go upon Freight from hence 
to Dublin theſe two Years, past, and w ould have paid 
them as high Freight as 14id before there was a Safe- 
ty for them chere. to fe in, notwithſtanding. which I 
could not prevail, upon them, for hay RRP nan 
79 of Shree Sings 8, n, mote, which l could not 
_ afford, without. railing, the Coa's to a higher Price in 
Dell than I formerly Fold A . I knew 
; Lads T3 atk nes 1... would 
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would expoſe me to N Clamour i not Cen- 


ſure. 


Thirdly, Were are great plenty of dipping and 
the Owners diſpoſed to employ them upon reaſonable 
Terms in the Coal Trade, yet if Stocks are not laid 
up in Summer for the Winter, it wilt too often 
happen that the City of Dublin, and the Kingdom in 
general muſt be diftreffed for Firing, which is fo eſ- 


ſential an Article to the well being of our Manufac- 
cures, as well as our poor Manufacturers; for contrary 


Winds . or tempeſtuous Weather may prevent our be- 
ing ſupplied, which I believe is partly the Cauſe of 


the Diſtreſs at this Time. * 


In Winter. 1723, 1 went $9 netjee to view th 
Coal Works in Scotland an'! at Vbilebavon, in Hopes 
to get ſome Knowledge in the Buſineſs ! then had em- 
barked in, as well as Workmen ro carryit on, and 1 
found. in both Places near. an hundred Colliers laden, 
waitin; for a Wind to car them to Dublin; 1 went 
Hkewile to view other Works in Englund, dank after 

ending about three Months, and Keating by the 
Rad to Dub in, 1 found * there's Day -or two 
efore theſe Ships catſie in, Þ "had South- 

inds continued, by whi n the City was greatly di- 
ſtreſſed in reſpect to 8 and even if it was a Coal 
7 Fore all this Cd alt from Derry to Strang 
ford, me Winds ole prevent Ships from 
ing Kon Y Fart of it 5 bee Dublin with Firing 
and the great Froſt in i739 having bound up all Ships 
in theit Ports, e qually Ts T the City and moſt of 
the KingHoth 1 in Rees, 6 Firing as wel a Bread: 1 
could mention more Inſtances Shs T cc theſe and 
the recent Une of this Seaſon ſufficient to ſhew the Ne- 
ceſſity "of ( 0 1805 more "provident; and by ſorne 
Occotiopn yep provi Bethe! delt Remedles onr Citcum- 
ſtances 25 ity 

Miſtreſs for the Future. ä N Hen Ut 3%. 

And the Firſt and main One think of, is to have 


Yards-1n ſeveral Parts of the City of Dublin, and in 


other 


ation w. m admit to Prevent the like | 
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other Sea- port Towns. In the Diſtreſs by the great 
Froſt in 1739, I propoſed the following Method of 
having them eſtabliſhed in Dublin; that there ſhould 
be one in every Pariſh of the City, which might be 
got at an eaſy Rent, with ſome little Houſe upon it 
for the Perſons to live in; to wit; one who! ſhould 
have the Charge of it as Clerk, and another under 
him as Portet to meafure out the Coals; by which 
two decayed Parifhioners that were eſteemed boneſt 
and capable of giving Security for the faithful Dit 
charge of their Truſt, would have a reaſonable Sup- 
port by moderate Salaries, and the poor Tradeſmen 
and Manufacturers of the Pariſh conveniently ſup- 
> plied almoſt at their Doors, whereas they now are 
Z obliged to travel, after they receive their Wages on 
Saturday Night, from the manufacturing Parts of the 
Town, as Meath-Street, the Comb, and the like, to 
the lower Quays, and as I have been told, very often 
have been ſeduced by ſome idle Perſon! or other to 
ſpend the Money that ſhould have paid for fuchCoals, 
by which their Family muſt ſtarve thro? the Week 
following. This Circumſtance, little as it may ap- 
pear, I think deſerves to be conſidered, and to me is a 
> fufficient Anſwer to the Objection that I know will be 
made againſt the extraordinary Charge hat ſo many 
Yards and Clerks will occaſion, and much more ſo, 
when I regard the Charity of employing ſo many de- 
cayed Pariſhioners as above propoſed. - !/ 


7 _ Thefs | Yards being ſo provided, I propoſed that 
the publick charitable Fundsof each Pariſh, (and if I 
was right informed, there are none but what have 
more or leſs belonging ta them) ſhould be laid out to 
buy Coals for thoſe Yards yearly, at the cheap Sea» 
ſons, and fold out in Winter in Bufhels and Pecks to 
the poor Inhabitants, fo as ta allow the legal Intereſt 
at leaſt for the End thoſe Charities were given, be- 
ſides the firſt Coſt of the Coals and all neeeſſary 
Charges attending the Vard; and if any Pariſh has 
not at preſent, by their charitable Funds, ſufficient to 
lay in à Stock of Coats neceflary for the Inbabitants, 
* | I imagine 


— 


——ũ—K—2jF 2 


er 


_ 
Fac Iv 


OL 


N ae cada P A reaps > OY" 1 — 
PIE ͤ ˙ö or egg ” 
© © 4 EEO CSS Ga 18s 


0 an.. 
——— — 


Wo 


2 1 


Varney ene = 
de SS ee 
N —— 


ns — — 


—— ͤ 2ä— —ͤ ¶ 22 
bs . 
= * — TSIIEIs Ng wage Nb r e 

— — ———— 


9 DD 
Ms, ee. Gate A nn — — 


1 


——— —-„—2——ä—ä̃ — 1 _ 


EE 
—— 


— ry Wo EA —ů ů — — — 


ꝙ— — E— warns” 
— a * 


— 
/ 


Wr. . „ö 
VII or ogy — — 2 — 


18 
1 imagine that many Men will think themſelves as fafe 
in laying out their Money at Intereſt on this Scheme, 
(as Coals are a ready Money Commodity and not pe- 
riſhable for the Time they are to lie on Hand as 
they would on Turn- pike Roads or the like, at leſs 


Intereſt, ſo that I doubt not but a Fund would ſoon 


be raiſed ſufficient for the Purpoſe. 

I ſuppoſe theſe charitable Funds are under the Di- 
rection of the Miniſter and Church Wardens of each 
Pariſh, and ſome other particular Perſons, as the Lord 
Mayor, Archbiſhop, or other Perſons of Station, as 


the Donors have appointed, if ſo, I think theſe Coal 


Yards ſhould be continued under ſuch Direction with 
four of the Pariſhioners, to be choſen as Aſſiſtants 
when the Church Wardens are choſen at Eaſter Veſ- 
try, to ſuperintend the Management of the Fund in 
buying in the Coals, and taking the Caſh and Ac- 
counts from the Clerk when ſold out; two of hich 
four Pariſhioners ſo choſen the firſt Year, to continue 


the ſecond, with two new ones to be thenjichoſen, and 


theſe laſt to continue another Year, and jo on; by 
which there would ſtill be two converſant in the Ac- 
counts of the Yard, and capable to ſettle thoſe of the 
former Year at every Eafter Veſtry, as the Church 
Wardens ſettle theirs: By this Means J think there 
would be no probable Hazard of the Fund being im- 
paired or embezelled; and by this Scheme I hope 
there would be an Emulation in the Truſtees of the 
different Pariſhes, who ſhould manage moſt for the 
Advantage of their poor Neighbours, by buying in 


the beft Coals, and upon the eaſieſt Terms; and as it 


may be preſumed theſe aſſiſtant Truſtees would be 


often mercantile Men, their Knowledge in Trade 


would make them more capable to engage Ships to 
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ſupply their Yards upon the eaſieſt Terms at proper 


Seaſons,” and would chooſe to fix the Yards of each 


Pariſh as near the River as they conveniently could, 


and to buy Coals for the Pariſhes moſt diſtant from 
the lower Quays, out of the) largeſt Ships, that muſt 
diſcharge however into Lighters, and carry them _—_ 
S ; | t 
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the Bridges along each Side of the River, which 
would not only ſave an Expence in Carriage to the 
Yards, but likewiſe prevent the Inconvenience of a 
Number of irregular Carmen carrying ſuch Quantities 
at one Time, (when a large Fleet came in) thro? the 
Body of the City. „ | 
I this Scheme, as to Pariſh Funds and Yards, ſhall 
not be approved of, or can't be readily brought into 
Execution, then I think the next Remedy is, that 2 
Company by Charter ſhould be erected, their Fund 
not to exceed ſuch Sum as ſhall be thought ſufficicat 
for the Purpoſe of laying in a proper Stock of Coals 
upon the beit Terms and at the cheapeſt Seaſon, from 


all Collieries, and in ſuch a Number of Yards as 


ſhould be thought proper for accommodating the poor 
Tradeſmen and Manufacturers in Dublin, as aforeſaid; 
with like Powers to other trading Sea-port Towns to 
raiſe proper Funds ſuitable to their Demands ; and 
the Fund to be ſubſcribed for by ſuch as are willing to 
become Members of ſaid Company, to bear no more 
than an Intereſt of 5 or 6 per Cent. and not to be called 
out, only transferable by Debentures, to be ſtruck for 
that Purpoſe, which Intereſt, firſt Coſt of the Coals, 
Yard-Rents, Clerks and Porters Salaries, and all other 
neceſſary Charges being added, will determine the 
medium Price the Coals ſo laid in can be ſold for, and 
that to be approved of by the chief Governor or Go- 
vernors and Privy Council of the Kingdom every 
Year before ſaid Yards ſhall be opened for the Win- 
ter's Sale, which Price is to ſtand thro? that Seaſon : 
And as it is to he preſumed that the Corporation and 
Citizens of Dublin, eſpecially ſuch Citizens as carry 
on large Manuiactures, and wiſh to have their poor 
Manufacturers and Tradeſmen comfortably ſupplied, 
will readily engage in ſuch a Company ; the Lord 
Mayor, Recorder and Sheriffs, with three of the ſe- 
nior Aldermen, to have Liberty to inſpect into the 


Conduct of the Company, and the Clerks and other 


Officers employed under them, and irto their Ac- 


- counts, that they may remonſtrate to the Government 


and 


MJ 

nd Council, againſt any Miſconduct which they ſhall 
obſerve in the Management of ſaid Company or their 
Officers ; and that proper Numbers of the Subſcribers 
be choſen annually out of ſaid Company, for Gover- 
nors, deputy Governors, and a Committee to tranſact 
the Bulineſs of the following Year, of which a cer- 
tain Number to be aQuorum. 1 
It is the Intereſt of all the Proprietors of Collieries 
to ſell as large Quantities of Coals as they can yearly, 
for their Expence of Salaries, keeping up their En- 
gines, Levels, and main Paſſages under Ground, is 
much heavier upon ſmall than it would be on large 
Quantities raiſed and ſold ; and if Coal-Works are 
not employed and wrought, they will ſoon become 
ruinous like an untenanted Houſe, and the Workmen 
muſt either be kept employed or paid idle Wages, 
Elſe they will go to other Works, for all which Rea- 
ſons it is to be preſumed, that every Coal Proprietor, 
even on the other Side of the Water, will diſcourage 
as far as he can, all Combinations among Maſters and 
Owners of Ships, that may hinder the Sale of his 
Coals, and therefore will aſſiſt to the utmoſt of his 
Power the ſaid Company, that they may be ſerved 
upon reaſonable Terms, and in the beſt Manner to 
have their Cuſtom.  _ 5 Sans 

If this holds true with Reſpect to the other Side of 
the Water, it muſt do ſo much more in this: For my 
Part, as I have ſaid already, I am ſenſible of my Obli- 
gations to the Publick, and thankful for them, tho'I 
can't help adding, that I have drudged heartily for 
above 29 Years in the Coal- Works and Harbour here, 
and have laid out a great deal of my private Fortune 
to make them as extenſive and aſeful to the Publick as 
I could, by erecting a very large Water Engine, and 


. ef b . ; IN 
opening new Works for delivering large. Quantities, 


which I have now in ſuch Order, that I only want 
Workmen; and for that End I went over to Scotland in 


Summer 1747, in hopes to have got a Number, ima- 
| gining that teveral of their Works had been thrown, 
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idle by the Rebellion, but I was diſappointed in That, 
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and am now giving Præmiums to — own Country- 


men here to prevail upon them to w under Ground. 


ut all that will not avail, unleſs I get Shipping to car- 


| ef off the Coals I raiſe, for 1 have every Seaſon Coals 


ing above a Year upon my Banks, and as the Situa- 
tion of them is ſuch, that I cannot incloſe Yards to 
hold my Coals, I have * rg ſtolen and taken 
from my Banks by my Workmen and others: And for 


to encourage Shipping to come here I bought and built 


Fg 


four within theſe ten Years, two of them large, one 


to bring Timber, and the other Rock-Salt, and to 
carry Coals to Dublin, all which Ships I have now 
Joſt, the largeſt of an hundred and twenty Tons, in 
September laſt, with a Cargo of Timber ſhe had on 
'board for the Harbour Work, which I have made 
more extenſive than I propoſed ; and though I had a 
whole Summer*s Work on one of my Piers torn down 
by the violent Storm that happened on the Fifth of 
September, 1747, 1 repaired it at a very extraordina- 
ry Expence, without ever making any Remonſtrance 


to the Publick for theſe Damages, tho? no Allowance - 


for Accidents or Loſſes of any Kind was made in the 
Computation laid before the Houſe in 1743, which 
Particulars I only take leave to mention now as a 
Juſtification of =y Conduct to your Houſe, which T 
hope you will lay before the Committee that fits upon 
the Enquiry; and I beg leave to ſay, I am doing the 
utmoſt in my Power to make theſe Works anſwer the 
good Ends propoſed : And I hope, by the Help of 
the Tyrone Collieries, which I am told are in a pro- 
miſing Way, that if we ſhall not be able to anſwer the 
Demands of the Kingdom, yet we ſhall be able ſo far 
to ſupply the Market as to regulate and keep down 
the Prices, unleſs prevented by contrary Winds, as 
hinted at before. 5 
This laſt Point obliges me to mention an Obſerva- 
tion | made in May laſt, when I went to view the .. 
kenny Collieries, that if a Navigation can be made 
from them to Roſs by the River Barrow, as I am told 
it may for a very moderate Expence. I think that 


mould 
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ſnould ſoon be carried on, as thoſe Coals could be 
brought from Roſs by the Winds which will obſtru& 
the Navigation from our Northern, and the Engliſb 


or Scotch Collieries to Dublin. 


If any publick Vards are ſet up upon either of the 
foregoing Schemes, or any other, I believe it will be 
adviſable to conſider whether any private Coalmongers 


ſhould be allowed at all, or if allowed, that they 


ſnould be put under proper Reſtrictions, for they ge- 
nerally combine with, and poiſon the Maſters of Coal 
Ships to enhance their Prices. | 

I muſt beg leave to add one Thing yet, that if ma- 
ny more Collieries could be opened in Ireland, the 
Demand would ſtill increaſe for Coals, as Manufac- 
tures depending on the Plenty and Cheapneſs of Fir- 


ing would thereby be ſet on foot, of which there are 


many ſince I was concerned in this Colliery along the 


Coaſt from Drogheda to Derry. 


If what I have ſaid is intelligible and proves to be 
of any uſe to the Publick, it anſwers my Deſign, if it 
ſhould not, I hope however for your Pardon, in giv- 
ing you ſo much Trouble, as it proceeds from an 


SIR, 
Ballycaftle, 9th March, „ 
1749-50. Your moſt obedient 


4 A — Servant, 


Hugh Boyd. 
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